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Types of Arguments:

TYPES OF ARGUMENTS

Definition:

Purpose/Function:

Examples:

To Convince

Gaining approval from
others through case-
making.

Arguing to
convince requires
us to make a case,
to get others to
agree with what
we think. We put
our case against
the case of others
in an effort to win
a reader’s
acceptance.

A lawyer’s brief;
newspaper editorials;
case studies; most
academic writing

To Persuade

Moving others to
action through
rational, emotional,
personal, and stylistic
appeals.

Arguing to
persuade attempts
to influence a
reader’'s behavior
and to move them
to act upon
conviction.
Persuasion leads
to action.

Political speeches,
sermons, advertising

analyze and evaluate
a particular issue in
depth in order to
understand all of the
facts on both sides.

allows us to fuily
learn about a
particular situation
before choosing a
side. We are then
enabled to draw
an informed
conclusion.

To Inform Allowing others to Arguing to inform | Tweets, bumper
learn that a problem allows a reader to | stickers,
exists shed light on a advertisements of a
subject and to tell | product's name
a reader that an
issue, product,
idea, or problem
exists.
To Explore Allowing others to Arguing to explore | Blogs, editorials, case

studies

To Make Decisions

Allowing others to
evaluate various
options in order to
compare and contrast
by looking at a list of
advantages versus
disadvantages.

Arguments to
make decisions
involve certain
types of issues
such as, “What
should | major in,”
or “Should | buy or
lease a car?

Lists, studies,
consumer articles




TERMINOLOGIES:

Causal arguments- Inductive arguments that aim at one type of conclusion about regularity,
namely the regularity of a cause-and-effect relationship. Causal arguments have varying degrees
of strength because they provide a conclusion that is true with some degree of probability or
likelihood.

Causal link- How does a certain action contribute to the problem in question? In other words,
there is a cause to a problem. How does the cause that you are claiming directly link to the
problem? This is the causal link.

Alternate causality- On its own, an alternate causality argument is a defensive argument which
states that A is not the cause of B. Instead, C is the cause of B, and therefore A is invalid.
However, when A and C are used together, we can see that they are both contributing factors to
B and why it exists.

Fallacies- Fallacies are common errors in reasoning that will undermine the logic of your
argument. Fallacies can be either illegitimate arguments or irrelevant points, and are often
identified because they lack evidence that supports their claims. Logical fallacies are like tricks
or illusions of thought, and they're often very sneakily used by politicians and the media to fool
people.

Stasis- represents a "stand" or a "mode of proceeding"” in a given argument. It consists of a four-
part invention process which investigates facts (conjecture), definition, quality (right or wrong)
and policy (plan of action) in a given argument.



SAMPLE CAUSAL ARGUMENT

Claim (What is the problem you are stating?): Students who use cell phones during class are
not paying close enough attention to the material being taught.

Reason (Why does this problem exist? What is the main cause?): Society’s obsession with
technology is the leading cause of some of your classmates’ inabilities to eliminate cell phone
use in class.

Warrant (Why is your claim true?): Texting during class is a bad idea because as stated in the
syllabus, it will affect your final participation grade.

Impact (Why should someone care about this argument?): Cell phone use during class leads
to lower grades, and students with lower grade point averages will have a difficult time
transferring to the schools they prefer.

Your thesis statement (Claim + Impact = Stronger Thesis Statement): Students who use cell
phones during class have a low success rate in school, and their lower grades will adversely
affect their chances of getting accepted into better schools.



ALTERNATE CAUSALITY: GROUP QUESTIONS

Group 1: What is the cause to the problem of increasing college education costs and the rising
amount of student loan recipients in the U.S.?

What are some ALTERNATE causes to this problem?

Which of these causes is the LARGEST contributor to the problem of college tuition increases
and student loan increases? Do all of these causes work better together... or do they work better
as separate arguments? Explain.

Group 2: What causes society’s obsession with social media?
What are some ALTERNATE causes with our obsession with social media?

Which of these options is the LARGEST contributor to society’s obsession with social media?
Do all of these causes work better together... or do they work better as separate arguments?
Explain.

Group 3: Why does social inequality exist in modern society?
What are some ALTERNATE causes to the problem of social inequality?

Which of these causes is the LARGEST contributor to the problem of social inequality? Do all of
these causes work better together... or do they work better as separate arguments? Explain.

Group 4: What has caused America’s obsession with body image and self-esteem associated
with body image?

What are some ALTERNATE causes to this obsession with body image?

Which of these causes is the LARGEST contributor to the problem with body image and self-
esteem? Do all of these causes work better together... or do they work better as separate
arguments? Explain.

Group 5: What is one reason our political system is so dysfunctional (Forget that tired red state—
versus—blue state debate. Americans just want a government that works)?

What are some ALTERNATE causes to the failure of the U.S. political system? Explain.



Which of these causes is the LARGEST contributor to the problem with our government’s lack

of progress? Do all of these causes work better together... or do they work better as separate
arguments?



FALLACIES OF ARGUMENT

What are fallacies?

Fallacies are common errors in reasoning that will undermine the logic of your argument.
Fallacies can be either illegitimate arguments or irrelevant points, and are often identified
because they lack evidence that supports their claims. Logical fallacies are like tricks or illusions
of thought, and they're often very sneakily used by politicians and the media to fool people.

Here are some examples of fallacies you may encounter when making an argument:

e Ad hominem arguments— Arguments that attack individuals rather than ideas.

* Appeals to false authority— Using a person, group, or institution to back up an argument
even though they have no expertise in the area.

* Bandwagon appeals- Encourage the listener to agree with a position because everyone else
does.

* Begging the question— When the speaker/author uses the issue in question to defend the
argument, or acting as if the issue is already decided based on faulty logic.

* Either-or choices— Reduce complicated issues to only two possible courses of action.

*  Faulty causality- The faulty assumption that because one event follows another, the first
necessarily causes the second.

*  Hasty generalization- Drawing conclusions based on insufficient or unrepresentative

evidence.

* Moral equivalence- Compares minor problems with much more serious crimes (or vice

versa).

* Non sequitur— A statement that does not follow logically from evidence.



Scare tactics— Try to frighten people into agreeing with the arguer by threatening them or

predicting unrealistically dire consequences.

Sentimental appeals— Attempts to appeal to the hearts of readers so that they forget to use

their minds.

Slippery slope- Predicting without justification that one step in a process will lead
unavoidably to a second, generally undesirable step.

Straw man fallacy- Misrepresenting someone's position or argument to make it look

weaker and then attacking the weaker version.



STASIS ARGUMENTS

Stasis: Categorizing arguments and the types of issues they address by asking the following
questions...

¢ Did something happen/did a problem occur?
e What is the nature of the event/problem?

e What is its quality or cause?

e What actions should be taken?

Each stasis question leads to a different aspect of a problem and the uses of different types of
evidence to reach conclusions, as listed below. Do NOT be intimidated by this information, and
don’t feel that you need to memorize everything here. To break it down for you, I have
summarized each aspect from your reading in the sections that are in bold and asterisk below.
Use this information as more of a guide for writing a better argument with solid research
and reasoning.

1) Arguments of Fact: Did something happen?

e Where did the evidence come from?

o Is the evidence reliable?

o Is there a problem with the evidence other than its potential lack of reliability?
e Where did the problem originate? What caused this problem to occur?

** The most important aspect of this information is making sure your sources are
reliable, recent, and unbiased. **

2) Arguments of Definition: What is the nature of the event/problem?
¢ How can you define the issue on both sides of the argument?
e How do you label a specific object?

** You want to define the problem to your audience and label it in such a way as to
prove that the problem is large enough to be discussed in your essay. Does your side of
the argument outweigh the other side? **

3) Arguments of Evaluation: What is the quality of the cause?

e What is the present criteria?

* How large of an impact does the criteria have on the cause of the problem?
» Are there other causes to the problem (alternate causalities)?



** Who are what caused the problem? Was this the ONLY cause of the problem? What
does present evidence/criteria prove (as opposed to asking what it suggests)? You want
your evaluation to be solid through the use of evidence. **

4) Proposal Arguments: What actions should be taken?

What can we do to promote change?

What can be done to produce change?

What types of actions have been taken in the past that have failed?

Will the problem be completely solved, will it be decreased significantly, or is change
speculative?

** Think about the problem and how you can improve the situation. Remember that who
promotes change isn’t the same as the person or persons who have the power to implement
change. A plan needs to be in place to promote change, but keep in mind that change is not
instant. Will your action completely solve the problem? Is the problem something that can
ever be fully solved? **
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